
  

Pastor’s Ponderings       

On Sunday, September 24 we will celebrate our Confirmands.  Since 
March the youth of United Community Church, First Congregation 
Littleton, and the Congregational Church of Lancaster have been 
gathering one Sunday afternoon a month to learn more about the UCC 
and to explore their faith together.   

Here are some pictures from 
our sessions together.  The 
highlight of our journey was 
when the youth determined 
what social concerns they 
were most called to witness about.  They used their personal 
convictions based on what their faith has led them to believe.  We 
got lots of great horn honks when we shared our signs out in front 
of First Congregational Church in Littleton.   

 
Please join us in worship on September 24 to formally welcome 
our Confirmands into full membership with United Community   
   Church and the United Church of Christ.                                  
     Blessings,  

Rev. Andrew Ponder-Williams  

 
(Left to Right—front row: Ashley Scherer, Elijah Scherer;  
first step: Jessica Sanville, Luke Raser, Jonah Raser, Pastor Peter;  
top step: Pastor Andrew, Corinne) 
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Supporting our “Next Generation Leader” 

Your Church Council has agreed to support our 
Pastor in his participation in the Next Generation 
Leadership Initiative sponsored by the United 
Church Board for Ministerial Assistance. The 
Next Generation Leadership Initiative (NGLI) 
equips, energizes, and empowers younger United 

Church of Christ, local church pastors to build vibrant congregations 
that change lives and further God’s mission in the world. 

“NGLI seeks to honor and challenge younger clergy who demonstrate significant potential, who have accept-
ed the high calling to parish ministry, who view parish ministry as a career path, and are willing to make a 
long-term commitment to service in congregational settings of the United Church of Christ. Those selected 
for NGLI will be provided with advanced training to hone their skills and gifts to serve as transformational 
leaders.” 

Pastor Andrew applied to participate in NGLI with the blessing and support of the Church Council. Of the 60 
applicants, Andrew was selected as one of the ten who will begin this 6-year program on September 17. An-
drew will be in Memphis for this program, returning to St. Johnsbury to lead us in worship on September 24. 
Andrew will also be using some vacation time in conjunction with this week of training. We will have guest 
preachers for worship on September 10 and 17. 

As a participant in the NGLI program, Andrew has agreed to several conditions including to: 

• Be committed to long-term ministry in local churches of the United Church of Christ. 

• Communicate throughout the entirety of the program with the congregation regarding NGLI expecta-
tions, experiences, and learnings so that these insights may enhance congregational vitality and outreach. 

As Andrew’s sponsoring congregation we agree to support him and participate in the program by: 

• Partnering with our pastor as they ask new questions, offer new ideas, practice new skills in ministry, and 
advance the mission and vision of the congregation. 

• Provide the time for our pastor to attend NGLI events, which occur twice a year for approximately one 
week each in Years 1-4. Years 5-6 are more self-directed but will also likely need time away to study and 
deepen their spiritual practices. NGLI participation is continuing education time, not vacation since the 
pastor will be hard at work learning and growing. 

• Providing for worship leadership, pastoral care coverage, and other critical ministerial duties while our 
pastor is away. 

Your Church Council agreed to support Andrew’s application to and participation in NGLI because we be-
lieve that this program will not only help Andrew become a stronger and more effective pastor; it will also 
help our congregation become a stronger and more effective church within the St. Johnsbury community.   

As we all grow through this program there will be many opportunities for us to stretch and deepen our minis-
try together. Right now we ask for your support and understanding during Andrew’s time away, September 9 
- 23. Most questions can be addressed to the church office. For pressing pastoral care or facilities issues 
please contact Phil Brown, uccstjmoderator@gmail.com, or Kris Norris, stewardshipuccstj@gmail.com, re-
spectively. 
       Seeking to strengthen our ministry together, 
       Phil Brown, moderator 

St. Jay Jazz Quartet, under the direction of Phil Brown, pro-

vided special music on August 27.  Originally scheduled to be 

outside on the South Lawn, it was moved inside due to Moth-

er Nature giving us more rain.  We enjoyed the jazz arrange-

ments of our traditional hymns. 
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Ministry Reports 

Worship & Care  
August was a month for special music in wor-
ship.  On August 6th Maple Leaf 7 joined us, 
on the 13th Pat, Alice, and Pam provided the 
music, on the 20th  we had Luke and Ellie 
Raser providing special music and on the 27th 
it was the St J Jazz Quartet who joined us.  A 
huge thank you to all for making August a 
stand-out month of unique music!  August 27th had 
been planned to be an outdoor service but, as seemed 
to be the case this summer, Mother Nature brought us 
rain and cancelled those plans! Maybe we will be able 
to be outdoors once this fall before we settle indoors 
for the winter… 
    In September we will have 2 guest ministers join us 
while Andrew takes part in the Next Generation Lead-
ership Initiative conference (with some vacation time 
too). September 10th Ann Hockridge will be our guest 
minister and Jay Sprout will join us for September 17th.  
Confirmation Sunday will be held on September 24th.   
   It is September (real soon!) so both Voice Choir and 
Bell Choir are starting up again after a summer recess!  
Choir will begin rehearsals Sunday, September 3rd at 9 
am before church and after church at 11:30.  Bell 
Choir started rehearsals last night (Aug 30th) and will 
rehearse Wednesdays 6:00 to 7:30. New members are 
welcome to join either or both!  
   Finally, as always, there will be a need for partici-
pants for weekly worship – readers, greeters, acolytes. 
Please contact Karen Sayles, kmsayles@yahoo.com, if 
you want to volunteer (and don’t be surprised to re-
ceive an email on occasion!) Thank you to everyone 
who makes worship meaningful! 

.Outreach  
Where did the summer go?  It’s 
September and time to start plan-
ning for our fall activities.  Out-
reach will be heading up the “Fall 

for St. Johnsbury” lunch on October 7th .  We will be 
offering quiche, fruit salad, bread, beverage, and apple 
crisp from 11 am to 1 pm.  If you can help with either 
baking, set up, serving, clean up see Beth Norris or 
Alice Kitchel. Outreach is also beginning to plan our 
Haunted Sanctuary event for Halloween.  We will be 
needing volunteers to set up, “act” and clean up this 
fun night for all the St. Johnsbury ghouls and goblins. 
October is also the month that we collect the special 

mission offering, Neighbors in Need.  See page 6 for 
more information. 

   Looking ahead, November  brings us Thanksgiving 
and we will be asking for assistance with this commu-
nity dinner.  If you have extra Christmas cards—like 
the ones you get in the mail from organizations look-
ing for your donation– that you don’t want, we can 
arrange to have them donated to either the food shelf 
clients or the correctional center.  They can be 
dropped off at the office during office hours. 

Spiritual Formation & Nurture 

Confirmation class had their last class on August 
27th.  The United Community 
Church students will be confirmed 
on Sunday September 24th.  We will 
be starting up Sunday School classes 
on September 10th.  Again like last 

year we will leave the worship service after the an-
them to go to our class.  Sunday School will meet on 
the second and fourth Sundays.  The second Sunday of 
every month the Spiritual Formation Ministry will 
meet after church and fellowship time. 

Stewardship 
Any thanks to the volunteers who have been 
helping out as we transition to using Garrett’s 
Properties to manage the apartment buildings.  
We have a cleaning service for the church 
building that is working with Jess.  For those 
who haven’t noticed, the north side of the roof 
was redone all in a week’s time.  Amazing to 
see them take off the old and put on the new 
one.  We are still fundraising to repay the en-
dowment fund for the new roof.  We have had 
several donations for the roof and we thank you 
very much for your assistance in paying for the 
roof. 
   As the fall begins, we start to think about all the cool 
and cold weather chores that need to be done.  Just as 
a reminder, if you haven’t had a chance to turn in your 
pledge, we’ll still take it.  

Reach Out 
This month we assisted with 3 gas cards, 6 re-
quests for diapers and one food assistance on a 
day when the food shelf wasn’t open. Looking 
forward we would like to have some warm 
socks and mittens/gloves that we can distribute 
during the colder months ahead.    

         (continued on page 4) 

Have you visited our Facebook page?   UnitedCommunityChurchUCC 

 Did you know you can check the website three different ways?   

UCCSTJ.com       UCCSTJ.org       Unitedcommunity.church 
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 Ministry reports    (continued from page 3) 

 Apartments 
Apartments are now managed by Garrett proper-
ties.  We now provide dumpsters for trash and 
recycling for tenants and the church.  We have 
switched all buildings to Fred's propane.  I 
would like to thank Kris Norris and Randall 

Northrop for assisting me with this transition.   

 Archives 
We have started to go through boxes of ran-
dom stuff that has been placed in the ar-
chive room.  There are now extra file cabi-
nets to file away more of the North Church 
bulletins. Archives has an 
email: stjuccarchives@gmail.com 

 Meal Site 
Hello fellow ministers of 
the United Community 
Church! August was a 
busy month with 864 de-
licious and nutritious 
meals served from 8/2 to 

8/25. Of that number, 231 meals were in the form of 
sack lunches that were carried to the Salvation Army 
store so that folks who are without homes could find a 
little love; because, for our crew at the mealsite, food is 
love. During that time, we also showed a little love to 
the roofing crew as we fed them every day that they 
were here risking their lives on the roof of our beautiful 
church home.  
   Thank you for the work you put into the Carrot Pro-
ject! We now have a freezer full of vacuum-packed car-
rots which is a great gift. We also have a nicely stocked 
larder thanks to your generosity. As I said in church, 
"you got us through the summer!" If it's part of your 
routine to drop food in our collection box, please con-
tinue to do so. We use everything! Bread is a hot com-
modity, and we will always welcome extra. 
   One busy morning, our kitchen was visited by three 
lovely children and their dad who came down to peel 
and chop carrots. Hearing their chatter as they worked 
reminded me of three of Jesus's most important mes-
sages: "Love God, Love your Neighbor, and Feed My 
Sheep!" Participating in the mealsite is a 3-fer!  

Projects from staff: 

• Sunday morning services slide show  

• Starting a membership drive 

• Assist with worship planning 

• Addressing current issues with building use 

• Moving archive room 

• Organize third floor  

• Support members of congregation  

• Help with movie nights 

• Worship and care 

• Order supplies for meal site 

• Lollipop Wednesday has started back  

• Transition of management of apartments  

• Gas cards 

• Welcomed church cleaning company  

• Put stewardship in contact with security  

• Performed background checks  

• Sharing Church and Dr. Bob history 

• Organized confirmation field trip 

• Organized special music 

• Coordinate maintenance request  
 
**Please ministry chairs check your office mailbox** 

Offerings 

            Jul/Aug       July-AugYTD) 
Offering                        17,134.60     17,134.60 
Other directed offerings    349.91           349.91 
Roof Fund                 1,264.23             1,264.23 
Community meal            1,546.66             1,546.66 
Total Offerings            20,495.40       20,495.40 
 
Wider Mission                   115.00            115.00 
Local Mission                      95.00              95.00 
Total Mission                    210.00                 210.00 

 

   Mission Offering 

2023    $4,780.00    $70,000.00 
% of budgeted amt       4.4%        29.3% 

Mission Statement 

As one body in communion with God,  
Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit, we, the 
members of United Community Church 

covenant with one another to care for and 
love each other as Jesus Christ loves us, 

and to maintain, support, and foster a 
compassionate ministry in our community 

and throughout all God’s creation 

Lollipop Wednesday has begun again 

now that school has started. Anyone 

who wishes to join Erika and Barbara 

from 2:30—3 pm handing out lollipops 

to school students returning home are 

welcome. 
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Children’s bulletins are available at our worship services as well as downloadable from the Constant Contact 
with the worship materials and on the website: uccstj.com. 
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Special Events 

Coming up 

Don’t miss them 

Dear Friends,  

You may have been asking, “Where’s Jo?” Well, Jo Braman has moved to Con-

necticut to be near her daughter, Dawn.  If you would like to reach out to her, her 

address and phone number are available in the church office.  

Dawn Feole 

Pam Smart is back in St Johnsbury! That’s great news! If you would like to contact her, her address and 

phone number are also available in the church office. 

And, if you know of anyone in the congregation who would appreciate calls or notes, please let either the 

church office (802=748=2603) or Karen Sayles (kmsayles@yahoo.com) know.  Worship and CARE is here 

to reach out! 

Neighbors in Need offering collected in October 

In 2023, the Neighbors in Need “BEHOLD!” theme continues. This 

year’s focus is on environmental justice. Plastics, electronics, and other 

non-compostable wastes are being shipped across, and even tossed into, 

our waterways, launched into space, as well as buried in landfills. As 

people of faith, we believe these egregious acts are sinful and unholy. 

We must be better stewards of our planet!   One-third of the offering 

supports Council for American Indian Ministry (CAIM). Two-thirds are used by Justice and Witness Minis-

tries to provide grants to UCC churches and organizations as well as supporting a variety of justice initiatives, 

advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.   

   Envelopes will be in the pews during September and October.  You can also donate via check, make it out 

to United Community Church and put NIN in the memo. 

September 10 Worship service 

Guest preacher, Rev. Ann Hockridge 

September 17     Worship service 

Guest preacher, Rev. Jay Sprout 

September 24 Worship service 

Confirmation of Jonah Raser, Luke Raser,  

Jessica Sanville, Ashley Scherer 

October 7 Fall for St. Johnsbury 

Community Lunch (volunteers needed) 

October 29 after worship service 

Decorate for Haunted Sanctuary 

October 31 Haunted Sanctuary 

Maple Leaf Seven August 6, 2023 

 

Directed by Phil 

Brown (right), the 

Maple Leaf Seven 

provided Dixie-

land music for our 

August 6 worship 

service.  What a 

joyful time! 
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In our Thoughts   

Julie Brisson 

Bob Chapman 

Mary Feron 

Johnson family 

Lamont family 

and Prayers 

Joan Knutsen 

Ed Magnus 

Sandy & Donna Murray 

Pam Smart 

Kim Wood 

If we have missed your birthday or anniversary please let either Barbara or Erika 

know at 802-748-2603  or UnitedCommunityChurchUCC@gmail.com 

Virginia Mae Kimball Johnson 
July 7, 1925 - August 13, 2023 

9/3 Mary Leadbeater 

9/4 David Reynolds 

9/6 Paul Scavitto 

9/10 Pat Campbell 

 Casey Leadbeater 

9/13 Diane Nelson 

9/17 Dan Brodien 

9/18 Danielle Locklin 

 Paul Soltysiak 

 Andrew Ponder  

  Williams 

9/19 Amelia Evans 

9/20 Dianne Lambert 

9/22 David Evans 

9/24 John Michalski 

9/27 Kelly Colgrove 

9/28 Helene Radley 

9/30 Dianne Wyllie 

9/12 Nancy and David Reynolds 

9/14 Cindy and Andrew McCullock 

9/20 Paige and Peter Crosby 

9/25 Helene and Rich Radley 

Choir Rehearsals 

9 am Sundays 

11:30 am—12:30 pm 

September 3 

United Community 
Handbell Ensemble  

Rehearsals 

6—7:30 pm Wednesdays 

Sunday School Pre K—6th grade 

2nd and 4th Sundays 

Students leave sanctuary for 
class following the anthem 
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Staff  

Pastor                          Rev. Andrew Ponder-Williams  
Music Director /Organist                 Barbara Connelly 
Handbell Director                      Phil Brown 
Virtual Worship Director          Phil Brown 
Virtual Technicians       Sean Cavanaugh, Betty Keller 
Secretaries       Barbara Connelly, Erika Thompson 

Contact Information  
United Community Phone number            748-2603 
Email     UnitedCommunityChurchUCC@gmail.com 
Website UnitedCommunity.church 

United Community Church 

United Church of Christ 

1325 Main Street 

St. Johnsbury, VT 05819 

 

Sunday Worship Services 10am 
In– person and 

Facebook Live /Zoom 

Zoom etiquette: 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?
ref=saved&v=209599687060439 

September 3 
Exodus 3:1-15 
Psalm 105:1-6 
Romans 12:9-21 
Matthew 16:21-28 

September 10 

Exodus 12:1-14 
Psalm 149 
Romans 13:8-14 
Matthew 18:15-20 

September 17 

Exodus 14:19-31 
Psalm 114 
Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18:21-35 

September 24 
Exodus 16:2-15 
Psalm 105:1-6, 37-45 
Philippians 1:21-30 
Matthew 20:1-16 

 

 

September 

Lectionary 

Just a reminder: 

Although we don’t require 

mask wearing we ask you 

respect one another’s 

choices to stay safe  

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=saved&v=209599687060439
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?ref=saved&v=209599687060439

